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ous Perwlg.patcd felloe terca pflioo to totters, toverierags, 
to fpleec the eares of the groundlings, who for the moft part are 
capable ofnolhing but in explicable dumbe (hewes, and noife: I 
would hauefuch a fellow whipt for ore-doing Termagant, it out 
Herodt, Herod , piayyouauoid it. 

Play. I warrsnt your honour. 

Ham. Be nottoo tame neither, but let your own diferetion be 
your tutor, fute the a&ion to the word , the word to the adion, 
with this fpcciall obferuance , that you ore-flep not the raodettie 
or Nature: For any thing fo ore-done, is from thepurpofeof 
playing, whofc end both at firft, and now, was and is, to hold as 
twcrc the Mirrour vp to Na:ure, to fhew vertue her fcaturejfcorn 
her own Image, and c|«e very age and bodie of the time his forme 
andpreflure : Now this ouer-done, or come tardieoff though it 
makes the vnskilfull laugh,cannot but make the Judicious grtcue, 
the cenfure of which one muft in your allowance ore>weigh a 
whole Theater of others, O there be Players that I haue (een play 
and heard others praifd.and that high!y,not to fpeakeit profane. 
ly,c at neither hauing th* acccnc of Christians , nor the gate of 
Chriftia 7,T>ag4H t fioi mai^hauefo ftrutted & beIlowcd t tbac I haue 
thought fome of Natures Iournymen hadmadem n, and not 
made them well, they imitated humanitiefo abominably. 

Plaj.\ hope we haue reform’d that indifferently with vs. 

Ham. O reforme ic altogether , and let thofe that play your 
Clowncs fpeake no more then is fet downe for them, for there be 
of them that will themfelues laugh, to fet on fome quantitie of 
barratne Spectators to laugh to, though in the meane time, fome 
neceflarie queftion of the play be then to be confidered:that s vil- 
lanous, and ftiewcs a raofl pittifull ambition in the Foole that v- 
, it : go make you readie. How now my Lord, will the Kine 
heare this piece of wotke? ® 

Enter P dowses, Getyldenfi erne, and Rofeneraus, 

Pot. And the Queene to, and that prefently, 

Ham, Bid the Players make haftc.Will you two help to haften 
Rof. I my Lord; Exeunt thofe two, fthtnu 

Ham, What how, Horatio, Enter Horatio} 

Horn. Hecre Tweet Lord, at your feruice. 

Ham* Horatio, thou arc een as toll a mats 
As ere my coauerfation copt withalL 

Hm 




■? 11 ufffu-'/Grsf - 2 1 



40 


50 


60 


70 


80 


90 


100 


110 120 130 140 


150 


160 

I 



Prince of Dcnmarker 

Hera. OmydcareLord. 

Ham, Nay, do not thinke I flatter. 

For what aduancement may I hope from thee 

Thatno rcuenue half butrhy good fpirirs 

To feed and doath thee, why fhould the poere be flattred ? 

No let the candied tongue lick obfurd pompe. 

And crooke thepregnant hinges of the knee 
W here thrift may follow fawning, doft thou heare. 

Since my deare foule was Miflris of her choice, 

And could of men diftinguifh her election 
Shath feald thee for her l'elfe,for thou haft bin 
As one in fufferir.g all that fuffers nothing, 

A man that Fortunes buffets and rewards 
Haft cane with equall thanks; and bleft are thofe 
Whofc bloud and Judgement are fo well comedied. 

That they arc not a pipe for For; unes finger 
To found what flop The plcafe : giue me that man 
That is not palfion:* flaue, and I will wears him 
In my hearts core, I in my heart of heart 
As I do thee. Something too much of this. 

There is a play to night before the King, 

One Scene of it comes nee te the circumftance 
Which I haue told thee of my fathers death, 

I prethee when then fet ft that Ad a foot, 

Euen with the very comment of thy foule 
Obfcrue my Vncle, if his occulted guilt 
Doe not it felfe vnkennill in one fpeech, 

It is a damned Ghoft that we haue feene. 

And my imaginations are as foule 
As Vtdcaw ftithy ; giue him heedfull note 
For I mine eie« will riuet to his face. 

And after we will both our iudgements ioyne 
In cenfure of his feeming. 

Hora. Well my Lord, , , 

If a fteale ought the whilft this Play is playing 
And fcape detected, I will pay the thefr. 

Enter Trumpets and Kettle Drummer, King, Queene, 

Pdontiee, Ophelia . 

Btw.They arc gemming to the Play. I muft be idle, 
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